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Parents and Junior Students, Class of 2018:
We are pleased to continue with the district summer reading expectations for students entering grades nine
through twelve which was introduced two years ago. This year, the list of recommended reading selections was
greatly expanded to account for a broader range of student choices that are representative of multiple genres and
cover topics of current interest to high school students. Additionally, the related summer reading assignments
were restructured. Students will be expected to present a “book talk” to a group of their peers some time during
the first several weeks of the school year. Upon their return, all students will complete an in-class timed
writing assignment based on the book that they did not select for their book talk. While all students must read at
least two books, we are hopeful that the expanded lists will encourage students to read more and look forward to
the luxury of time that summer will provide and allow them to experience the joy of reading books they will love.
Current research on summer reading largely exposes the extent to which a several month gap in literacy activities
can hinder reading growth. Our efforts in this revision process were focused upon seeking out titles and activities
that are motivating to current high school students and offer them a greater incentive to pick up a few good books
to help pass the summer months. The intention of the summer reading expectation is to foster continued
application of the valuable reading strategies and skills that students have learned during the school year. We
invite students to fall in love with marvelous characters, open the door to new worlds, and embark on wild
adventures.
We encourage parents and guardians of students entering 11th grade to be actively involved in the book selection
process to approve the genre, topic and age-level appropriateness of selected books. Please take some time to
review the grade level recommendations together with your child in an effort to support reading choices that best
meet his/her interests and reading ability. We have collaborated with both the Middletown Township Public
Library and the Holmdel location of Barnes & Noble to ensure that ample copies of titles on the recommended
reading lists are available.
Students entering 11th Grade may select from the following list of books:
League of Denial: the NFL, Concussions, and the Battle for the Truth by Mark Fainaru-Wada and Steve Fainaru
Genre: Non-fiction, Sports
So concluded the National Football League in a December 2005 scientific paper on concussions in America’s most
popular sport. That judgment, implausible even to a casual fan, also contradicted the opinion of a growing cadre of
neuroscientists who worked in vain to convince the NFL that it was facing a deadly new scourge: A chronic brain disease
that was driving an alarming number of players -- including some of the all-time greats -- to madness.
League of Denial reveals how the NFL, over a period of nearly two decades, sought to cover up and deny mounting
evidence of the connection between football and brain damage.

Jasper Jones by Craig Silvey
Genre: Realistic Fiction, Mystery/Thriller
Charlie Bucktin, a bookish thirteen year old, is startled one summer night by an urgent knock on his bedroom window.
His visitor is Jasper Jones, an outcast in their small mining town, and he has come to ask for Charlie's help. Terribly
afraid bu desperate to impress, Charlie follows him into the night. Jasper takes him to his secret glade, where Charlie
witnesses Jasper's horrible discovery. With his secret like a brick in his belly, Charlie is pushed and pulled by a town
closing in on itself in fear and suspicion. He locks horns with his tempestuous mother, falls nervously in love, and battles
to keep a lid on his zealous best friend. In the simmering summer where everything changes, Charlie learns why the truth
of things is so hard to know, and even harder to hold in his heart.

Columbine by Dave Cullen
Genre: Non-fiction
On April 20, 1999, two boys left an indelible stamp on the American psyche. Their goal was simple: to blow up their
school, Oklahoma-City style, and to leave "a lasting impression on the world." Their bombs failed, but the ensuing
shooting defined a new era of school violence-irrevocably branding every subsequent shooting "another Columbine.
“When we think of Columbine, we think of the Trench Coat Mafia; we think of Cassie Bernall, the girl we thought
professed her faith before she was shot; and we think of the boy pulling himself out of a school window -- the whole
world was watching him. Now, in a riveting piece of journalism nearly ten years in the making, comes the story none of
us knew. In this revelatory book, Dave Cullen has delivered a profile of teenage killers that goes to the heart of
psychopathology. He lays bare the callous brutality of mastermind Eric Harris, and the quavering, suicidal Dylan
Klebold, who went to prom three days earlier and obsessed about love in his journal.

Ready Player One- Ernest Cline
Genre: Science Fiction, Dystopian
In the year 2044, reality is an ugly place. The only time teenage Wade Watts really feels alive is when he's jacked into the
virtual utopia known as the OASIS. Wade's devoted his life to studying the puzzles hidden within this world's digital
confines—puzzles that are based on their creator's obsession with the pop culture of decades past and that promise
massive power and fortune to whoever can unlock them. But when Wade stumbles upon the first clue, he finds himself
beset by players willing to kill to take this ultimate prize. The race is on, and if Wade's going to survive, he'll have to
win—and confront the real world he's always been so desperate to escape.

Code Name Verity by Elizabeth E. Wein
Genre: Historical Fiction
Oct. 11th, 1943-A British spy plane crashes in Nazi-occupied France. Its pilot and passenger are best friends. One of the
girls has a chance at survival. The other has lost the game before it's barely begun.
When "Verity" is arrested by the Gestapo, she's sure she doesn't stand a chance. As a secret agent captured in enemy
territory, she's living a spy's worst nightmare. Her Nazi interrogators give her a simple choice: reveal her mission or face
a grisly execution. As she intricately weaves her confession, Verity uncovers her past, how she became friends with the
pilot Maddie, and why she left Maddie in the wrecked fuselage of their plane. On each new scrap of paper, Verity battles
for her life, confronting her views on courage, failure and her desperate hope to make it home. But will trading her
secrets be enough to save her from the enemy?

American Born Chinese by Gene Yang
Genre: Graphic Novel
Jin Wang starts at a new school where he’s the only Chinese-American student. When a boy from Taiwan joins his class,
Jin doesn’t want to be associated with an FOB like him. Jin just wants to be an all-American boy, because he’s in love
with an all-American girl. Danny is an all-American boy: great at basketball, popular with the girls. But his obnoxious
Chinese cousin Chin-Kee’s annual visit is such a disaster that it ruins Danny’s reputation at school, leaving him with no
choice but to transfer somewhere he can start all over again. The Monkey King has lived for thousands of years and
mastered the arts of kung fu and the heavenly disciplines. He’s ready to join the ranks of the immortal gods in heaven.
But there’s no place in heaven for a monkey. Each of these characters cannot help himself alone, but how can they
possibly help each other? They’re going to have to find a way—if they want fix the disasters their lives have become.

I am a Seal Team Six Warrior- Howard E. Wasdin& Stephen Templin
Genre: Autobiography
When the Navy sends their elite, they send the SEALs. When the SEALs send their elite, they send SEAL Team Six—a
secret unit made up of the finest soldiers in the country, if not the world. I Am a SEAL Team Six Warrior is the dramatic
tale of how Howard Wasdin overcame a tough childhood to live his dream and enter the exciting and dangerous world
of U.S. Navy SEALS and Special Forces snipers. His training began with his selection for Basic Underwater
Demolition/SEAL (BUD/S)—the toughest and longest military training in the world. After graduating,
Wasdin saw combat in Operation Desert Storm as a member of SEAL Team Two. But he was driven to be the best of
the best—he wanted to join the legendary SEAL Team Six, and at long last he reached his goal and became one of the
best snipers on the planet. Soon he was fighting for his life in The Battle of Mogadishu. This is Howard Wasdin's story
of overcoming abuse and beating the odds to become an elite American warrior.

Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep- Phillip K. Dick
Genre: Science Fiction
By 2021, the World War had killed millions, driving entire species into extinction and sending mankind off-planet.
Those who remained coveted any living creature, and for people who couldn't afford one, companies built incredibly
realistic simulacrae: horses, birds, cats, sheep. . . They even built humans. Emigrées to Mars received androids so
sophisticated it was impossible to tell them from true men or women. Fearful of the havoc these artificial humans could
wreak, the government banned them from Earth. But when androids didn't want to be identified, they just blended in.
Rick Deckard was an officially sanctioned bounty hunter whose job was to find rogue androids, and to retire them. But
cornered, androids tended to fight back, with deadly results.

Everlost by Neal Shusterman
Genre: Fantasy
Nick and Allie don’t survive the car accident, but their souls don’t exactly get where they’re supposed to go either.
Instead, they’re caught halfway between life and death, in a sort of limbo known as Everlost: a shadow of the living
world, filled with all the things and places that no longer exist. It’s a magical, yet dangerous place where bands of lost
kids run wild and anyone who stands in the same place too long sinks to the center of the Earth. When they find Mary,
the self-proclaimed queen of lost souls, Nick feels like he’s found a home, but Allie isn’t satisfied spending eternity
between worlds. Against all warnings, Allie begins learning the “Criminal Art” of haunting, and ventures into dangerous
territory, where a monster called the McGill threatens all the souls of Everlost.

Delirium by Lauren Oliver
Genre: Dystopian, Science Fiction
In an alternate United States, love has been declared a dangerous disease, and the government forces everyone who
reaches eighteen to have a procedure called the Cure. Living with her aunt, uncle, and cousins in Portland, Maine, Lena
Haloway is very much looking forward to being cured and living a safe, predictable life. She watched love destroy her
mother and isn't about to make the same mistakes. But with ninety-five days left until her treatment, Lena meets
enigmatic Alex, a boy from the Wilds who lives under the government's radar. What will happen if they do the
unthinkable and fall in love?

The Night Circus by Erin Morgenstern
Genre: Fantasy/Magical Realism
“The circus arrives without warning. No announcements precede it. It is simply there, when yesterday it was not. Within
the black-and-white striped canvas tents is an utterly unique experience full of breathtaking amazements. It is called Le
Cirque des Rêves, and it is only open at night. But behind the scenes, a fierce competition is underway: a duel between
two young magicians, Celia and Marco, who have been trained since childhood expressly for this purpose by their
mercurial instructors. Unbeknownst to them both, this is a game in which only one can be left standing. Despite the high
stakes, Celia and Marco soon tumble headfirst into love, setting off a domino effect of dangerous consequences, and
leaving the lives of everyone, from the performers to the patrons, hanging in the balance. “ -Amazon

Daughter of Smoke and Bone by Laini Taylor
Genre: Fantasy
“ Around the world, black handprints are appearing on doorways, scorched there by winged strangers who have crept
through a slit in the sky. In a dark and dusty shop, a devil's supply of human teeth grown dangerously low. And in the
tangled lanes of Prague, a young art student is about to be caught up in a brutal otherwordly war. Meet Karou. She fills
her sketchbooks with monsters that may or may not be real; she's prone to disappearing on mysterious "errands"; she
speaks many languages--not all of them human; and her bright blue hair actually grows out of her head that color. Who
is she? That is the question that haunts her, and she's about to find out. When one of the strangers--beautiful, haunted
Akiva--fixes his fire-colored eyes on her in an alley in Marrakesh, the result is blood and starlight, secrets unveiled, and
a star-crossed love whose roots drink deep of a violent past. But will Karou live to regret learning the truth about herself?
“ -Amazon

Symphony for the City of the Dead by M.T. Anderson
Genre: Nonfiction
“ National Book Award winner M. T. Anderson delivers a brilliant and riveting account of the Siege of
Leningrad and the role played by Russian composer Shostakovich and his Leningrad Symphony. In September
1941, Adolf Hitler’s Wehrmacht surrounded Leningrad in what was to become one of the longest and most destructive
sieges in Western history—almost three years of bombardment and starvation that culminated in the harsh winter of
1943–1944. More than a million citizens perished. Survivors recall corpses littering the frozen streets, their relatives
having neither the means nor the strength to bury them. Residents burned books, furniture, and floorboards to keep
warm; they ate family pets and—eventually—one another to stay alive. Trapped between the Nazi invading force and
the Soviet government itself was composer Dmitri Shostakovich, who would write a symphony that roused, rallied,
eulogized, and commemorated his fellow citizens—the Leningrad Symphony, which came to occupy a surprising place
of prominence in the eventual Allied victory. This is the true story of a city under siege: the triumph of bravery and
defiance in the face of terrifying odds. It is also a look at the power—and layered meaning—of music in beleaguered
lives. Symphony for the City of the Dead is a masterwork thrillingly told and impeccably researched by National Book
Award–winning author M. T. Anderson. “ -Amazon

Most Dangerous: Daniel Ellsburg and the Secret History of the Vietnam War by Steve Sheinkin
Genre: Nonfiction
“This captivating nonfiction investigation of the Pentagon Papers has captured widespread critical acclaim, including
features in The Washington Post and on NPR, selection as a 2015 National Book Award finalist, and selection as a
finalist for the 2016 YALSA Excellence in Nonfiction Award. From Steve Sheinkin, the award-winning author of The
Port Chicago 50 and Newbery Honor Book Bomb comes a tense, narrative nonfiction account of what the Times
deemed "the greatest story of the century": how whistleblower Daniel Ellsberg transformed from obscure government
analyst into "the most dangerous man in America," and risked everything to expose years of government lies during the
Nixon / Cold War era. On June 13, 1971, the front page of the New York Times announced the existence of a 7,000page collection of documents containing a secret history of the Vietnam War. Known as The Pentagon Papers, these files
had been commissioned by Secretary of Defense Robert McNamara. Chronicling every action the government had taken
in the Vietnam War, they revealed a pattern of deception spanning over twenty years and four presidencies, and forever
changed the relationship between American citizens and the politicians claiming to represent their interests. The
investigation that resulted--as well as the attempted government coverups and vilification of the whistleblower--has
timely relevance to Edward Snowden's more recent conspiracy leaks. A provocative and political book that interrogates
the meanings of patriotism, freedom, and integrity, Most Dangerous further establishes Steve Sheinkin as a leader in
children's nonfiction.” -Amazon

Passenger by Alexandra Bracken
Genre: Fantasy/Historical Fiction/Adventure
“In one devastating night, violin prodigy Etta Spencer loses everything she knows and loves. Thrust into an unfamiliar
world by a stranger with a dangerous agenda, Etta is certain of only one thing: she has traveled not just miles, but years
from home. And she's inherited a legacy she knows nothing about from a family whose existence she's never heard of.
Until now. Nicholas Carter is content with his life at sea, free from the Ironwoods-a powerful family in the Coloniesand the servitude he's known at their hands. But with the arrival of an unusual passenger on his ship comes the insistent
pull of the past that he can't escape and the family that won't let him go so easily. Now the Ironwoods are searching for
a stolen object of untold value, one they believe only Etta, his passenger, can find. In order to protect her, Nick must
ensure she brings it back to them-whether she wants to or not. Together, Etta and Nicholas embark on a perilous journey
across centuries and continents, piecing together clues left behind by the traveler who will do anything to keep the object
out of the Ironwoods' grasp. But as they get closer to the truth of their search, and the deadly game the Ironwoods are
playing, treacherous forces threaten to separate Etta not only from Nicholas but from her path home forever. “-Amazon

All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr
Genre: Historical Fiction
“Marie-Laure lives with her father in Paris near the Museum of Natural History, where he works as the master of its
thousands of locks. When she is six, Marie-Laure goes blind and her father builds a perfect miniature of their
neighborhood so she can memorize it by touch and navigate her way home. When she is twelve, the Nazis occupy Paris
and father and daughter flee to the walled citadel of Saint-Malo, where Marie-Laure’s reclusive great-uncle lives in a
tall house by the sea. With them they carry what might be the museum’s most valuable and dangerous jewel. In a
mining town in Germany, the orphan Werner grows up with his younger sister, enchanted by a crude radio they find. Werner becomes
an expert at building and fixing these crucial new instruments, a talent that wins him a place at a brutal academy for Hitler Youth, then
a special assignment to track the resistance. More and more aware of the human cost of his intelligence, Werner travels through the
heart of the war and, finally, into Saint-Malo, where his story and Marie-Laure’s converge.“-Amazon

SuperMutant Magic Academy by Jillian Tamaki
Genre: Graphic Novel
Science experiments go awry, bake sales are upstaged, and the new kid at school is a cat who will determine the
course of human destiny. In one strip, lizard-headed Trixie frets about her nonexistent modeling career; in another,
the immortal Everlasting Boy tries to escape this mortal coil to no avail. Throughout it all, closeted Marsha obsesses
about her unrequited crush, the cat-eared Wendy. Whether the magic is mundane or miraculous, Tamaki’s jokes are
precise and devastating.

Books may be borrowed from the Middletown Public Library, purchased at Barnes and Noble in Holmdel.

Summer Reading Assignment for Students Entering Grades 9-12
● Students will be required to read a minimum of 2 books from the above list, however, more are encouraged.
● Students will conduct a book talk on one of the books they have read when they return to school in
September.
● Students are required to provide a written list of the books they read including the name of each
author.
● When they return to school in September the student and teacher will collaborate to decide which book they
will use for their book talk.
● Students may want to review some web-based examples of book talks. The website below is one source that
may be useful:
http://nancykeane.com/booktalks/student.htm
• Students will be required to complete an in-class timed writing on the book they did not select for their book
talk.

Students should follow the guidelines listed below as they prepare for their book talks.

Giving a Good Book Talk:
● Plan to speak for about 3-5 minutes
● Briefly summarize the plot of the book and identify the genre, but do not give away the ending. Think about
what you would and would not have wanted to know before reading.
● Prepare what you are going to say about the book. You don't need to memorize, but you need to know the
points you are going to make. Practice until you are comfortable with your material.
● Optional topics to focus on:
o The theme of the book
o The major conflict
o A brief description of the main characters and their relationships
o Setting and how it relates to the plot and characters
o Mention if the book reminds you of another book you have read or a movie you have seen
o Identify what you think the author would have wanted readers to take from the experience of reading
the book
o Tell the audience if you recommend the book and why or why not. Remember, even if the book was
not one of your favorites, does not mean that someone else may not enjoy reading the book.
o If you come across a significant or powerful passage, you may read it aloud. This should be short
and leave the listener wanting more.

